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Years 7 & 8 New Curriculum 



 
Moving Away from Common Entrance 

 
Common Entrance exams have been in existence since 1904 and it 
was interesting recently to see papers from 100 years ago!  These 
exams have formed the basis upon which senior schools have  
selected pupils, but recently senior schools have adopted different 
methods for entrance tests.  Some schools to whom we send pupils 
already relied less on or did not even require Common Entrance. 
Sevenoaks School assess children through their own exam in Year 7  
and Tonbridge School announced last year that they too would 
make unconditional offers to pupils following tests in Year 6. All four 
of our pupils applying to Tonbridge successfully achieved such an 
offer in January 2017. 
 
As a fact-heavy test, Common Entrance suited some of our pupils 
less well. The Common Entrance exam, therefore, is now outdated 
and we have the opportunity to find better ways in which to  
prepare our pupils for senior school entry tests and will now focus 
primarily on preparing only for English, maths and reasoning tests.   
 
We recognise that the academic rigour which CE demanded has  
allowed our pupils for many years to be ‘ahead of the game’ when 
they entered senior school in Year 9.  Often pupils complained to us 
that they did not feel challenged enough at their senior school  
because of this!  However, the CE exams were increasingly leading 
to immense pressure both on pupils and teachers – with this now 
not being necessary it has been possible to follow a new direction in 
our curriculum, one that prepares children better for life and  
encourages creativity, collaboration, critical thinking, excellence, 
perseverance and commitment. 
 

 
 

 
Academic, Creative and Sporting Scholarships 
 
We will continue to prepare pupils for all scholarships for whichever 
school they are applying to. As the content of our subjects will not 
change hugely, we will be providing scholars with the necessary 
knowledge and skills in order to tackle all of these assessments. In 
fact, with the introduction of a more enquiry-based curriculum where 
challenge, engagement and active learning are the predominant   
features, the new curriculum will  mirror much more closely our  
current scholarship preparation programme in a way that is  
accessible to all. 



 
The St Michael’s Diploma 
 
Developing clear assessment criteria for our new curriculum has 
been of vital importance.  In order to achieve a clear and  
comprehensive system we have introduced the ‘St Michael’s  
Diploma’ which will be awarded at the end of Year 8. Pupils will be 
graded either a pass, merit or distinction for each subject studied 
and in addition will be judged against seven core skills:   
 
 academic excellence 
 independence 
 collaboration 

 perseverance 
 creativity 

 critical thinking  
 commitment  
 
Peer and self-assessment will be given greater significance and 
there will be broader opportunities for cross-curricular study. 
 
From January, we will be using ‘Seesaw’ which is an online tool 
where pupils’ work can be shared electronically with teachers and 
parents; it is a format whereby pupils’ progress in all subject areas 
can be recorded in a central place in a variety of media.  This will 
allow pupils to have increased control over selecting and uploading 
their best work which will contribute to their final grade. 
 

 
 A New Curriculum 
 
Firstly, we have not introduced a ‘soft curriculum’.  We want to 
maintain the high academic standard that St Michael’s has always 
prided itself on.  We don’t necessarily want to change what we 
teach but how we teach and how pupils demonstrate their  
learning.  In an age when children and adults have access to  
information on anything, we need to move away from simply 
teaching the children what and instead to focus on the why and 
how. 
 
Thus, the application, synthesis and evaluation of knowledge are at 

the heart of what we do.  Enquiry-based learning forms much of 

the content, while more practical skills are also developed. Pupils 

will develop independent learning skills which will serve them well 

for life. 

 
Heads of Department have used the revised GCSE syllabuses to 
help refresh their curricula. We are confident even after only one 
term that what we are offering is exciting, varied, vibrant and  
relevant and fully prepares the young adults of tomorrow for  
success in life. 



 
What the senior schools have said 

 
“We think your pupils will be more enthused and excited about 
learning when they join us in Year 9.  A great initiative – well done!”  
 
Arabella Stuart, Director of Admissions, Sevenoaks School. 
 
“It was absolutely our hope when devising our new admissions  
procedure that we could provide opportunity for more independent 
learning and scope for a more engaging course content, so we are 
really pleased to hear of your plans.”  
 
Andrew Leale, Director of Admissions and Marketing, Tonbridge 
School. 

 

What our Year 7s think about our new Diploma 

“The diploma has helped me take my work to the next level and I got 

a distinction in geography and it made me proud.”  

“I think this diploma is really fun and you don’t have the stress of  

Common Entrance. It is really fun because you get to do fun research 

(I love finding things out!) and if you like presenting that is even more 

 fun.” 

“I’m really pleased that I stayed on and I can’t imagine being  

anywhere else at school. The new diploma system seems good. I like 

the way we are graded because it is very clear about how I did on a  

certain subject. When I found out I had a distinction in geography I 

was very pleased with myself, it was a great feeling.” 

“I think the diploma is fun and gives us a lot more opportunities and 

we also feel like we are working towards something.” 

 
“I like working towards the St Michael’s Diploma, because we get to 

work on more projects on our own and with our classmates.”  

“I think the diploma has really made me want to push my work to be 

as good as it can be.” 

“I think working towards the St Michael’s Diploma is fun because we 

do lots of presentations and group work and we get to work with all 

of our classmates.” 


