
Information to give to Director of Sports candidates 
 
The PE Department currently has 7 specialist PE teachers and 12 others members of staff, some of 
whom are full-time and classroom teachers and some are part-time. Most teachers currently teach a 
second subject. The PE Department is well-resourced. 
St Michael’s has 4 netball courts, 2 of which are tennis courts, 1 is on the playground and 1 is in the 
sports hall. The sports hall is marked out for netball, badminton and basketball and is used for PE 
lessons, in addition to some games lessons. We also have a newly refurbished 25m swimming pool. 
The school field hosts football, rugby and cricket as well as rounders and girls cricket and athletics in 
the summer, with a 200m track. Both Prep and Pre-Prep use the facilities. 
As a department we are, on the whole, successful in matches and have, in the past, had IAPS 
National finalists in hockey and netball. 
Pupils entering Years 7&8 can apply for a St Michael’s sports scholarship and extra sessions are put 
on for these pupils on a weekly basis; these sessions include skills based activities and fitness testing. 
We currently have 4 Year 7 pupils and 3 Year 8 pupils with a sports scholarship or exhibition. Pupils 
joining other schools at Year 7 or Year 9 entry level have also been successful in gaining sports 
scholarships and in the past 3 years we have had pupils go to the following schools with sports 
scholarships – Kent College, Woldingham, Truro, Sutton Valence, Caterham and 2 of our current Year 
8’s have scholarships to Ardingly and Millfield. 
 
Our PE Department handbook states that: - 
The Physical Education Department at St Michael’s School is totally committed to providing the best 
opportunity for pupils to develop in a range of sports. The aim of the Physical Education department 
is to help every child, whatever their innate ability, achieve their potential, by providing situations 
where they experience success.  This has to be an important and regular feature of every lesson as 
this will increase their confidence, understanding of themselves and others and help them to 
develop individual skills and an awareness of team sports and group work. The safety of all pupils is, 
of course, of paramount importance. 
 

Our curriculum and delivery of lessons, is continually being developed and changed as the 
needs of the pupils alter.  We aim to promote physical activity of all types, a healthy lifestyle and the 
benefits that both bring, as well as an increase in skill level in physical education and an 
understanding of the benefits that team sports have to offer.  Whatever their ability, we wish to 
allow all pupils to achieve their potential, and this is a very important aspect of the department. A 
positive attitude towards sport is encouraged at all times, as is the pupils’ own personal 
development, socialisation, team spirit, sportsmanship and determination to do well in all challenges 
that are set.  Pupils are encouraged to try as many different sports as possible, both out of school 
and in our extra-curricular activity programme. 

 
Inter-school sports matches and tournaments are viewed as an important part of St 

Michael’s school life and all pupils take part in such matches. The discipline and behaviour of our 
pupils both on and off the sports field reflect the standards set by the school. 

 
IAPS tournaments are entered for pupils in the following sports – netball, hockey, rugby, 

swimming, athletics and cross country which allows the more able pupils to compete in an event of a 
raised standard. 
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