Head’s Review 2017-18
Each year I invite my colleagues in all parts of the school to sum up and reflect on the
extraordinary year we have just completed. Review and analysis form the backbone of
development and enhancement and whether we think about how to simplify a busy time of
year, increase self-esteem amongst staff and pupils, or number crunch and benchmark our
performance data, all of this adds up to good hard evidence of a reflective school with
ambition for all. This is St Michael’s. It makes us proud. We do not sit still or stop reflecting
and we invite you to enjoy the variety of this summary and help us to grow even more this
year.
The biggest excitement this year at St Michael’s has been our new homework policy. We
have made homework in Pre-Prep compulsory but trimmed the expectations about the
quantity required. In Prep we have simplified the requirements, expanded opportunities to
read and introduced the challenge project. Wow! What a brilliant development this has
been. Each term children choose from a menu of ideas, that grow in complexity up the years
and produce a project in any format of their choice to explore the topic. The creativity has
been breath-taking and thrilling to all the staff. The small groups and involvement of all staff
have added to the buzz in “show and tell” weeks and the standards reached, impressive and
constantly rising. The preparation for independent study, personal organisation and
planning and delivering a project develops all children in readiness for senior school and
study and work beyond that. Highlights this year have included Georgie’s punchy and hard
hitting Malala rap, performed from memory, Millie’s amazing journal about a member of
her family who ran away to fight and work at sea, Xavier’s published booklet about his
grandfather who invented the tank, and Tristan’s professional style movie report about his
grandfather who set up an epilepsy specialist clinic. Performances, poetry, models, films,
presentations, works of art, scrapbooks, posters, all these and more have been created and
shared this year and we are delighted with all the children’s work.

Excellent Achievers
This year we had the highest number of scholarship offers yet in my tenure as head
although half were not accepted and therefore do not get published. Why would anyone
not accept a scholarship you ask. Well…you can only go to one school so if you get
scholarships to more than one you might turn one (or more!) down. You might also get a
scholarship from a school that is not your first choice and a place at your first choice and
thus turn one down. Last year we had 21 scholarship offers and 15 accepted. This year it
was 24 scholarships offered and 13 accepted. I’m proud of all those who received these
offers. Sometimes a pupil will feel quite sad to be turning down this honour.
Name
Similoluwa
Katrina

Surname
Adesanya
Davis

Award
Entrance Exhibition
Music Scholarship

School
Radnor House
Bromley High School

Grace
Elizabeth
Zachary
Carlotta
Henry
Brennan
Ben
Nicholas
Lucy

French
Holden
Hudson
Kern
Martin
O’Keefe
Sanderson
Samuel
Weir

Ella

Willoughby

Sports Scholarship
Academic Scholarship
Academic Scholarship
Academic Scholarship
Fencing Scholarship
Sports Exhibition
Academic Scholarship
Drama Scholarship
Music Scholarship &
Academic Scholarship
Sports Scholarship

Woldingham
Walthamstow Hall
Tonbridge School
Sevenoaks
Truro School
Sutton Valence
Bethany School
Tonbridge School
Benenden School
Kent College, Pembury

In addition, the following awards were made into Y7 at St Michael’s
Tom

Bulley

St Michaels’s Prep

Kyle
Christopher
James
Oscar

Cameron
Denny
Fryer
Goodwin

St Michael’s Prep
St Michael’s Prep
St Michael’s Prep
St Michael’s Prep

Ethan
Elsa
Phoebe

Hudson
Osborne
Parker-Swift

St Michael’s Prep
St Michael’s Prep
St Michael’s Prep

Sam
Eleanor

Parker-Swift
Powell

St Michael’s Prep
St Michael’s Prep

Drama Scholarship & Music
Exhibition
Sports Scholarship
Music Exhibition
All-Rounder Scholarship
All-Rounder Scholarship &
Music Exhibition
Sports Exhibition
Music Exhibition
Sports Scholarship & Art
Exhibition
Drama Scholarship
Sports Exhibition

On a day to day basis, the Housepoint system is the vehicle for recognizing effort and
achievement, creativity, kindness and sportsmanship. A total of 38,267 housepoints were
won this year. (3228 more than last year) 163 children have worn one of our 100 HP badges,
(2 more than last year) 63 have 200 HP badges. (14 more than last year) We have awarded
14 300HP badge this year (5 more than last year) and 4 children (2 last year) won the
coveted smiley star 400 Housepoint badge. Congratulations to 154 children have produced
work fantastic enough to be awarded a Headteacher’s star worth 10 housepoints. I’ve very
much enjoyed reading and admiring the huge variety of pieces presented to me, many of
them through the homework challenges and moreover, the opportunity to get to know
these children better through their excellent work. Some of the visual element to work
produced has been noticeably impressive and it is not always possible on a noticeboard to
do justice to the works of art which can only be photographed or the films which are shown
in assemblies and the projects shared on the coffee table.

Ishwar Sharma again competed internationally and came home with gold medals for yoga.
He has been busy with TV interviews and remains delightfully grounded and enthusiastic in
his approach to school. The community is proud of him.

Excellent Curriculum
Curriculum changes brought in for 2017-18 included an additional English lesson in Years 3
& 4 and a termly 'big write' opportunity to spend a whole morning researching and creating
a literary response to a situation. We created morning challenge slots to introduce, check in
on and watch the varied and exciting responses to the homework challenges. These
moments enabled a hive of activity with children proudly presenting, singing
and showcasing their independent work.
The scholars’ provision expanded in sport where they enjoyed a regular programme of skill
and fitness based coaching sessions. Our second scholars’ dinner saw scholars presenting
again most impressively and parents enjoying the company of one another and excited at
the opportunities their newly created scholars were to enjoy. We enjoyed a fabulous
presentation on failure and resilience as core components of success from Kim Wells,
Director of Learning and Teaching at Caterham School.

Excellent Results
Progress Tests in English and Maths
This May we conducted our fourth round of Progress Tests in English and maths which are
set, marked and standardised by GL Assessment. Progress over time looks good or better
for all year groups in both subjects. Summary statements are included underneath each
table.
The results tables include some colour coding:
Blue Performance lower than previous or lower than comparative group
Yellow Performance indicates that expected progress has been made (not significantly
higher or lower)
Green Performance has exceeded previous performance or higher than comparative group

Progress Test in English (PTE)
Current
Year
Group
3
4
5
6

CAT
Verbal
SAS
Average
2017
110.9
117.2
113.9

PTE
Average
SAS 2015

109.2

PTE
Average
SAS 2016

PTE
Average
SAS 2017

PTE
Average
SAS 2018

Progress
Differential

109
106.1
115.3

112.2
114.6
112.4
113.9

112.9
117.5
111.4
115.7

+0.7
+2.9
-1
+1.8

These results are pleasing with general progress being expected or higher than expected.
Again there has been a slight dip in the overall score in Year 5 English (although with the
confidence band of expected progress). Discussions with staff revealed possible reasons:
 The transition to Year 5 is difficult, the children have to be much more independent and
it takes them some time to adjust.
 This is the cohort that had a +6.3 rise last year so over two years they have increased by
+5.3 which is excellent overall progress.
 The children are taught in English sets for the first time – the middle set is large with 20
pupils and a wide range of ability. On closer analysis, the middle set this year were the
only group not matching in their PTE score their CAT Verbal mean score

Action
 Next year we have decided to add an additional English set in both Year 5 and in Year 6 to
ensure that the wide range of abilities across the middle of the cohort can be effectively
catered for (as we are seeing at the top and bottom)

Spelling
 Spelling has been on the radar of the English department since 2015 when our reports
revealed that we only had an average of a +6% difference across year groups in spelling
and that was +1% in Year 4. We introduced the Read Write Inc. programme and focussed
on phonics. This year we fully introduced the spelling programme and is it very pleasing
to see that the average difference between our school’s performance and the national
picture is +16.75% (from +9.5% last year) with a +25% difference in Year 6.

2017

Year Group
3
4
5
6

2018

Year Group
3
4
5
6

St Michael’s
National Correct
Correct
75%
64%
63%
58%
73%
56%
62%
57%
Average difference across year groups
St Michael’s
National Correct
Correct
75%
64%
78%
58%
72%
56%
82%
57%
Average difference across year groups

Difference from
National
+11%
+5%
+17%
+5%
+9.5%
Difference from
National
+11%
+15%
+16%
+25%
+16.75%

Impact of the spelling programme: Year 6
The table and graphs below demonstrate the impact of the Read Write Inc. phonics and
spelling programme on our current Year 6 cohort. Their current reading and spelling ages
are over two years above their actual ages.

Current Y6
Reading
Age
2016 11/5
2017 12/3
2018 13/5

Diff to
actual age
2/2
2/0
2/2

Diff to prev.
score
N/A
0/10
1/2

Spelling
Age
11/4
12/0
13/6

Diff to
actual age
2/1
1/9
2/4

Diff to prev.
score
N/A
0/8
1/7

Age at
Test
9/3
10/3
11/3

Curriculum Content in English
Our children are achieving well above national scores in all areas of the English curriculum,
in all year groups. The is a noticeable increase in Grammar and Punctuation scores in Year 4
and it would be good to share some of the work from the Y4 curriculum to enhance the
work covered in other year groups. An improvement in this area would also enhance the
scoring in Year 5 as Grammar and Punctuation was a weaker area for them.
Curriculum Content
Spelling
Grammar and Punctuation
Comprehension: Narrative
Comprehension: Non
Narrative

Year 3
11%
15%
13%
12%

Year 4
Year 5
Difference to National
15%
16%
32%
13%
20%
17%
22%

13%

Year 6
25%
14%
19%
26%

Actions from the PTE results
 Y4 team to share strategies / ideas for grammar and punctuation development,
especially with the Year 5 team.
 Address the small dip that has occurred in Year 5 English for two consecutive years with
different year groups by introducing an extra set (4 instead of 3) into both Year 5 and
Year 6
 Share good practice where strengths lie (e.g. grammar and punctuation teaching in Year
4 and Non Narrative comprehension from Year 6)
 More frequent departmental meeting time as whole team would be beneficial. We are
building this into the Tuesday afternoon training session schedule.

Progress Test in Maths (PTM)
Current
Year
Group
3
4
5
6

CAT
Quantitative
SAS Average
2017
108.7
107.4
116.2

PTM
Average
SAS 2015
105.5
110.8

PTM
Average
SAS 2016

PTM
Average
SAS 2017

109
106.6
116.7

113.5
117.2
110.9
119.2

PTM
Average
Differential
SAS
2018
118.7
+5.2
119.8
+2.6
113.9
+3
115.5
-3.7

 Our cohort is stronger than the national average across year groups
 The results in Years 3-5 are superb. Year 3 demonstrate excellent progress against their
previous test score. In Year 4 the children are achieving more than 10 points higher than
their CAT quantitative score. In Year 5 children have performed higher than expected in
relation to their CAT scores and their previous PTM.
 There is a noticeable drop of -3.7 in Year 6. However, in comparison to the mean CAT
quantitative score of 116.2, the PTM average is only -0.7 difference meaning that they
have performed as expected in line with their ‘potential’. This means that ISI would not
be concerned about the progress of these children and as their performance relates to
their ‘cognitive ability’. This is the year group that had increases in their mean score of
+2.5 in Y5 and +5.9 in Y4 meaning that they have increased by +4.7 across 3 years. As
there has been change in this year group (leavers and joiners, it seems sensible to
compare their score to their CAT Quantitative which shows expected progress).
However, the dip does require some further investigation:
Action
 Review the delivery of topics in Y6 and compare to other year groups where we are
seeing continued progression. What can we learn from this?

Curriculum Content in Maths
As in English, our children are achieving well above national scores in all areas of the maths
curriculum, in all year groups.
Curriculum Content

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Difference to National
Number

24%

22%

18%

17%

Measurement

24%

17%

23%

23%

Geometry

22%

27%

28%

21%

Statistics

26%

20%

9%

21%

Ratio and proportion

30%

Algebra

30%

The advanced areas that we cover for senior school exams (e.g. algebra) demonstrate
performance well above the national average in that curriculum area.
The difference in performance in number questions seems to decrease as the children
progress through the Prep School. But this may be because nationally the time allocated to
maths in the state sector is such that it precludes offering the wider curriculum and this is
particularly true in Y6 where in many schools as a lead into SATS in May, preparation for
these will have candidates at the peak of their performance and closer to our own. As part
of the curriculum review this will be looked at. Equally the data could indicate that we may
need to re-visit this topic more frequently in Year 5 and 6.

Actions from the PTM
 Undertake some comparative curriculum analysis What can we learn from our excellent
performance in algebra and ratio / proportion that we could transfer to their skills in
answering number based questions?
 What can we do to ensure that the most and least able are challenged and supported to
match their CAT scores in their end of year scores?

MATH
S

ENGLISH

PTE / PTM Group analysis
Gender analysis 2018
Year Group
3
4
5
6
Year Group
3
4

Mean SAS
112.9
117.5
111.4
115.7
Mean SAS
118.7
119.8

Males
109.6
115.5
110.0
111.8
Males
119.4
120.3

Females
115.8
119.8
113.4
121.0
Females
118.1
119.3

5
6

113.9
115.5

115.3
113.8

111.9
117.8

Mean SAS
114.6
112.4
113.9
109.3
Mean SAS
117.2
110.9
119.2
109.5

Males
111.7
110.3
109.9
109.7
Males
117.0
110.9
117.9
110.1

Females
117.9
115.8
119.8
108.9
Females
117.4
111.1
121.0
108.8

Mean SAS
106.1
115.3
108.3
107.1
Mean SAS
106.6
116.7
112.2
109.1

Males
105.8
111.6
107.6
110.7
Males
108.5
115.5
113.6
113.1

Females
106.6
120.9
109.1
103.6
Females
103.2
118.6
110.4
105.0

MATHS

ENGLISH

Comparison to 2017 table:
Year Group
3
4
5
6
Year Group
3
4
5
6

MATHS

ENGLISH

Comparison to 2016 table:
Year Group
3
4
5
6
Year Group
3
4
5
6

 It is rather frustrating to see the trend of girls outperforming boys in English and boys
outperforming girls in maths this year. The differences are statistically small mostly but
demand a focus by all teachers on challenging the expectations of girls and boys explicitly
and working to reduce the differences.

Pupils with AEN
The analysis of the progress of children with Additional Educational Needs compared to
those without is very interesting. The numbers do tell us that AEN children perform better
in maths than in English – is this because they are taught in sets from Year 3? Is it because
their AEN means that language is more challenging, making the English assessment much
more difficult?
We plan to work closely with these children and get their input into the policy and provision
they experience. We must again reduce the difference in achievement between these
subject areas.

SEN Ave Score
(number of children)

Year Group

Non SEN Ave Score
(number of children)

PTE

PTM

PTE

PTM

3

101.8 (13)

107.1 (13)

117.3 (34)

123.1 (34)

4

104 (12)

109.2 (12)

121.7 (39)

122.9 (39)

5

104.9 (20)

109.1 (20)

115.2 (34)

116.8 (34)

6

109.3 (17)

119.1 (32)

109.8 (17)

118.5 (32)

Pre-Prep Head’s Review 2017-2018
We have had 204 children in Pre-Prep this year. All have been busy learning and growing.
We are particularly proud of the improvement in reading now we are in our 3 rd year of our
Read, Write Inc. phonics programme. All our Pre-Prep staff from Reception, Year 1 and Year
2 are all trained in this programme. A fast paced daily phonics lesson delivered in ability
groups is ensuring that all children are learning to decode at a younger age than previously.
75% of our Year 2 children are above the expected National average ability in reading. 20%
of Year 2 children are at the expected level.
Year Group
Year 2 May 2018
Year 1 May 2017
Differential

English Average Standard
Age Score
108.8
108.4
+.4

Maths Average Standard
Age Score
112.7
115.3
-2.6

English
The Average Standard Age score shows that the children achieved more strongly in Maths
overall than in English. This is something that we will seek to address in the coming year. We
will be working on extending concentration and focusing on the detail of texts. Quizzes and
puzzles which encourage close referral to the text and recording information accurately
should help with developing these skills. Ensuring children are secure with sentence
punctuation and understanding of non-literal phrases e.g. as still as a statue will also be part
of our focus in next year’s English curriculum.
Our assessments in English at the end of the Trinity term test the children’s core English
skills in phonics, reading, spelling, punctuation and comprehension. At the end of the year in
Year 2, 28 out of 38 children have scored above average in these English skills, with 10
children performing Higher or Much Higher than expected compared to their levels at the
end of Year 1.
The English assessment consists of sections that assess the children’s phonics, spelling,
punctuation and grammar. It has comprehension questions based on a passage from an

age-appropriate story. This does not include writing a story. Our story writing in both year
groups is strong. Teacher assessment for writing in Year 2’s shows 84% of children writing
securely or exceeding the National expectations for children at the end of Year 2.
In our end of year spelling tests 90% of Year 2 children were above their actual age in
spelling. 30% of Year 2 children are more than 2 years above their chronological age.
Maths
The yearly average score for Maths is slightly higher than English in both year groups.
In Year 2, 31 out of 38 children scored above average in Maths, with 12 children performing
Higher or Much Higher than expected given their results in Year 1. The Maths progress test
is an indication of the child’s ability in fluency in facts and procedures as well as conceptual
understanding, mathematical reasoning and problem solving.
Our focus next year in Maths will be to provide frequent opportunities for children to use
number facts that they already know in order to work out more facts and therefore solve
problems. Explaining children’s methods and strategies allows teachers to quickly address
any misconceptions and helps develop their mathematical language and problem solving,
improving mental agility and written fluency.
The tables below show the Progress Through Maths (PTM) and Progress Through English
(PTE) over the last 3 years. These assessments take the mean average for all students in that
year group. Comparing year groups shows a small variance from year to year as would be
expected from a non-selective independent school.
Current Year
Group
1
2

PTM Average
SAS 2016
109.3

PTM Average
SAS 2017
115.3
113.5

PTM Average
SAS 2018
113.4
112.7

Differential
2017-2018
-1.9
-0.8

Current Year
Group
1
2

PTE Average
SAS 2016
108.1

PTE Average
SAS 2017
108.4
112.2

PTE Average
SAS 2018
108.9
108.8

Differential
2017-2018
+ 0.5
-3.4

In Year 1, 29 out of 40 children have scored above average in English, with 13 children
performing Higher or Much Higher than expected than their assessments at the beginning
of the year. 31 out of 40 children have scored above average in Maths, with 27 children
performing Higher or Much Higher than expected. These assessments are externally
marked, taking the children’s date of birth into account.
All the children from Reception upwards go on school trips; wildlife centres, farms, castles,
museums, concerts and of course Stubbers Adventure Centre tops them all at the end of
Year 2. This year saw glorious weather for our overnight stay and all the Year 2 children
returned exhausted but confident in their new found self-reliance.

Pre-Prep love doing performances and this builds the children’s confidence. Nursery and
Kindergarten performed their own concerts at Christmas and in June. Kindergarten
performed Caterpillar Boogie with gusto at the end of the year. Reception performed their
own Nativity at Christmas and joined with Year 1 and 2 for our final performance of the Year
“The Bee Musical”. Year 1 and 2 collaborated at Christmas with “A Midwife Crisis”. Many
thanks to all the staff who work so hard on these productions.
We took the decision last year to take in additional children for Reception in order to match
the 3 classes of 18 children at Prep school. Over the next three years this will roll on to Year
1 and 2. We are planning to refurbish Stable Court (our old classrooms) into our Year 2
centre and hope that this will be ready for our Year 2 children to move into over the coming
academic year. We already have children booked for our Reception for September 2019
and 2020.
Zerrin Leech

Excellent Departments
Maths: 2017-18 has been another busy and successful year for the maths department at St
Michael’s. Our CE results this year were outstanding, with 7 pupils achieving an A* in
maths, 5 of whom took the exam at Level 3. In November, all pupils in Years 5 and 6 took
part in the Primary Maths Challenge, competing against pupils from all over the country in a
very puzzling multiple choice maths quiz set by the Mathematical Association. All pupils
made an excellent effort and we were very proud that four of our pupils (Carlotta Kern,
Yasmin Lappin, Kobi Smith and Eve Ward) were invited to take part in the finals in March
where Carlotta achieved a silver award and Kobi and Yasmin were awarded bronze. Eve,
sadly, missed out on a medal this time but as she is only in Year 5, we are excited to see
what she will achieve in the competition next year! Also in March, pupils from Y5 and Y6
once again took part in the Somerhill Maths Race, testing their mathematical skills against
other schools in a fast-paced and challenging competition. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed
applying their problem solving skills in a pressured environment against the clock and both
teams held their own against the other schools; the Y5 team (Eve, Samuel, Rishan and
Millie) achieved 5th place and Y6 (Carlotta, Kian, Yasmin and Kobi) finished in 4th place but
only very narrowly missed out on 3rd. Both teams were a credit to the school and should be
very proud of their achievement.
Years 2 and 3 enjoyed taking part in a maths challenge day at Prep School in the Lent term
where the pupils worked together to solve some interesting maths puzzles and got to know
each other a bit better. The maths department has also been making the most of the recent
sunshine and we have enjoyed a number of practical outdoor lessons; Y5 enjoyed
measuring, collecting, grouping and presenting data on javelin throws, Y6 were put to the
test in using a variety of tools to find the area, perimeter and volume of the school sports
pitches (rounders pitch, cricket nets, long jump pit, running track) and Y7 have used their
measuring and graphing skills to investigate the relationship between running speed and
length of jump out on the long jump pit.

English: This has been another busy year for the English department. Reading has again
been one of our main focuses. Mrs Davies in the Library has been tireless in her quest to
encourage children to read. She has masterminded reading challenges, trips to Sevenoaks
Bookshop to buy books, library games (musical books proved particularly popular) and
generally just made the Library a warm, welcoming, friendly place. We have also seen the
development of ‘library hubs’ on the Year 3 and Year 4 landings to allow the children to
access reading books more readily, thanks to the vision of Mrs Davies, Miss King, Miss
Pearce and Mr Morgan. Year 5 have become Reading Buddies this year and have given up
their lunchtimes twice a week to hear children in Years 1 and 2 read. Our small but perfectly
formed team of mums has heard readers on Thursday mornings, and all English teachers
have encouraged, cajoled and inspired children to get lost in the world of books.
Pupils continue to engage enthusiastically with writing, too. The theme of our annual
creative writing competition this year was identity, which linked nicely to their work in
Global Citizenship Week. Many children chose to enter their story in the BBC Radio 2 500
Words competition at the same time, with several progressing through to the second round.
Junior Journal and the creative writing club proved to be popular activities this year. The
Year 2 and 3 team put on a fantastic Big Write day earlier this term, in which an array of
unusual, magical props strewn about the woods gave the children an exciting springboard
for writing.
We welcomed the author and poet A. F. Harrold in November; he entertained our Year 3
and 4 children with some wacky and wonderful stories. In June, selected children in our
older year groups won the opportunity to spend the evening hearing the author Philip
Pullman speak about his books and the process of writing. He was truly inspirational! We
also welcomed the theatre company ‘West End in Schools’ to the school in March to run
fantastic drama workshops on Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ for Year 6.
Science: A wonderful, new pond welcomed us back to school in September heralding the
start of a busy year of outdoor learning in Science. Generously funded and built by O’Keefe
Construction, following the plans of former parent, Mrs Hodson, the pond has been on our
wish list for several years. Year 6 pupils rose to the challenge of researching and selecting
suitable native plants for the pond. They enjoyed getting their hands dirty and planting
bulbs in the borders, giving us a welcome burst of colour in the spring. Over the months,
Mrs Caswall, our green-fingered technician, has carefully tended and planted the pond and
its surround, so that the summer flowers are now a magnet for bees and other insects. For
Year 8, there was the chance to learn more about plants from further afield than our science
garden, with our annual visit to Lullingstone World Garden and talk by inspirational Old
Michaelian, Tom Hart Dyke.
During Science Week, Year 4 worked collaboratively to build a bug hotel for the pond
garden, made from recycled plastic bottles and twigs, moss and cones from our woods.
Inspired by this activity, they took part in the annual Great Bug Hunt Competition, creating
carefully crafted bar charts, drawings, reports and poems as part of their entry.
Other year groups also enjoyed our theme for this year’s Science Week: exploration and
discovery. Year 3 had fun building bird’s nests from clay, twigs, feathers and moss. Year 5
became engineers, building and testing landing craft to see if they could safely transport
squishy tomatoes from the sports’ hall gallery to the floor. Using their knowledge of electric

circuits, Year 6 created steady hand games for children. In Year 7, a ransom note was
analysed using forensic chromatography to work out which member of staff had kidnapped
Mrs Aisher! Not to be outdone, Year 8 made a colourful display of ‘rainbows’ in test tubes
and Mrs Neylan demonstrated how to make elephant’s toothpaste in assembly.
Year 7 were lucky enough to listen to Lord Winston, Professor of Science and Society at
Imperial College, speaking at New Beacon and found his talk on studying science or
medicine as a career “inspiring”. In May, a team of four Year 8 pupils represented St
Michael’s at the Salters’ Festival of Chemistry at the University of Kent. Their team work
skills were put to the test as they completed two chemistry challenges in the impressive
undergraduate lab. More, talented team work was on display from our pupils in the
National Year 5 & 6 Science Quiz Championship in November.
In the Lent Term, pupils from Year 5 to Year 8 took part in our first ICT/Science fusion club
based on the free program, Algodoo. The software gave the children the opportunity to
learn about optics using virtual lasers and lenses, experiment with motors, springs and
material properties and, of course, create some games which obeyed the laws of physics.
The Trinity Term saw tadpoles and caterpillars taking up residence in our labs, helping Year
5 in their study of life cycles. A visit from ZooLab gave pupils the chance to learn about and
handle more unusual animals, including giant African land snails and hissing cockroaches.
Kitchen Science Club ran again with pupils using household ingredients in a range of
activities from making slime to lava lamps and bath bombs. We also welcomed Year 3
classes to a lesson of “fizzy” experiments in the science lab in preparation for Year 4. They
had lots of interesting questions to ask and enjoyed wearing lab coats and safety glasses like
proper scientists!
Throughout the year, we have continued to place emphasis on how science works and the
development of pupils’ scientific enquiry skills. Modelling scientific concepts remains a
valuable tool for improving pupils’ understanding and, amongst others, we have seen Year 4
pretending to be particles in solids, liquids and gases; Year 6 taking on the role of birds and
hunting for camouflaged, wool ‘caterpillars’; and Year 7 making model lungs out of plastic
bottles and balloons.
To round off our busy and successful year, Year 8 completed our stairwell art project. A
lasting record not only of the history of the Earth but also our fantastic students from the
past four years.
Geography: Never has geography been more important. This year has seen an exciting
range of activities and developments in the Geography Department.
In the curriculum, students have covered a huge range of subjects from Antarctic explorers
to specific country studies to learning about volcanos and earthquakes. We introduced a
combined humanities approach to History and Geography in Year 3 and 4 and this has been
a great success. Those children sitting Common Entrance achieved excellent results and
progress to their choice of schools.
Outside of the classroom we have had a number of school trips. Year 8 visited Stratford to
look at the Olympic Park and to learn about the regeneration of the East End of London; and
they stayed at Bore Place where they had a great time learning about sustainability. The

inclusion of a residential component to this trip enabled the children to write up their
projects while it was fresh in their minds. The projects were of a higher quality, with less
stress as a result. This will be repeated next year. Year 7 went to Seven Sisters for an
extremely active day, learning about rivers and coasts and fieldwork techniques.
Children have passionately embraced our cross-curricular learning with highlights being our
combined humanities approach in Year 3 and 4, and our homework projects in Year 3 to
Year 6.
The Year 3 children began their topic work with a unit on Explorers and particularly
Shackleton. Interactive visits from Mr Gandy, a modern day mountaineer and explorer, and
Mr Pollard, who spent 2 years with the British Antarctic Survey, were inspiring for this
generation.
Our global partnerships have continued. In addition to our links with a school in China we
are planning links with schools in Tanzania and established a link through the curiosity
curriculum with a school in the US. All this is very exciting.
Our Global Ambassadors have also continued to promote issues that they are passionate
about. They have learnt about the importance of advocacy and have been putting this into
practice by teaching the other students about clean water and the sustainable development
goals; the importance of bees; and how to take better care of our local and global
environment. Their Eco work has helped us apply for the Eco Schools Award.
In geography, we continue to make full use of the fabulous resources at our disposal: our
incredible school grounds; the distance and direction signposts; the “Geochron” clock; iPads
and computers and the resource of our knowledgeable community. Both members of the
geography department are leaving (Mrs Bent is retiring and Mrs Chugg is moving to Asia).
There have been 2 handover days with the new HOD and I am confident that the
department is in a great place to move forward.
Religious Studies:
RS throughout the School
In Years 3-6 we have continued to refine and develop our new investigative-style curriculum
which began last year. We have been able to incorporate a greater focus on world religions
other than Christianity. We have now started our planning and preparation for the
introduction of our new Curriculum for Year 7, beginning next year. Our aim is to focus on
the importance of religion and philosophy in today’s world and people who have/are
looking to make the world a better place as a result.
As part of our Global Week in January, Year 7 pupils used important figures from those
included in our study of ‘People of Compassion and Courage’ to participate in some crosscurricular work on the impact they have had, and continue to have, on society today. Such
people included Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison.
In March, our Year 7 & 8 academic scholars enjoyed a visit to Kemsing Library to hear a talk
by eminent historian, Nicola Tallis, who discussed her new book on Lettice Knollys. She

combined the history of the Mid-Tudor period with the growing unrest between Catholics
and Protestants at the beginning of the Reformation in England.
We celebrated our finest results for Year 8 in the final Common Entrance Exams in June.
60% of our pupils achieved an A* and 90% succeeded in obtaining either an A* or A grade.
We hope that our pupils will continue to enjoy and excel in Religious Studies at their senior
schools.
Our review of Chapel this year consists of 5 C’s:
Christmas Carol Service
This was, once again, a wonderfully joyful service, which involved pupils from all year
groups, with a mixture of readings, poems, prayers and music. The focus for this year’s
service was unpacking some of the meaning and background of the congregational carols.
Confirmation Service
The Confirmation Service was held on 2nd February, slightly later than we have held it in
previous years. Although there were only two candidates this year - Charlie Mottram and
Carlotta Kern - it was a lovely service presided over by Bishop Michael Turnball. The
Confirmation Group, which met at lunchtimes during the Lent term, had about eight
members, with our two confirmees being joined by three Year 7 boys who were confirmed
last year, a few Year 6 pupils who wanted to think more about faith and sometimes Miss
Booth, who was confirmed at school a couple of years ago.
Chapel Services
Perhaps this section should be headed, ‘courage’ instead, as it has been wonderful to see
pupils from each Year 5 and Year 6 class read or lead prayers in Chapel, over the course of
the year. Although it is voluntary, each class has the opportunity, over a term, to be
involved. Many of the pupils chose to have a go, even though for some it takes a lot of
courage. It has been fantastic to see so many be prepared to do this and how their
confidence has grown over the year. Also, a big thank you to Harry and Oli (and occasionally
George) who have faithfully acted as Servers in Chapel all year.
Connections and Partnerships
The parish of Shoreham, Shoreham Village School and St. Michael’s Prep are establishing a
partnership (through Rochester Diocesan structures), with a parish and probably two
schools in the Diocese of Mpwapwa in Tanzania. This was kick-started in school following a
very successful Tanzania Day organised by Mrs Chugg. It will bring to life an historic
connection that the parish of Shoreham has with Tanzania. Its primary purpose is to build
relationships and promote mutual support and learning.
The headteacher at the Village School, Gillian Lovatt-Young and Revd Diane are visiting
Mpwapwa for two weeks at the end of September, to begin to establish this partnership.
Choral Contributions
We have a new hymn book. Hurrah! This contains our current communion service plus
another one specifically designed for use with children, 100 hymns (a mixture of traditional
and more modern), a number of well-known prayers and some written by children.
French: This has been another busy, successful year for the MFL Department. The pupils
have enjoyed learning French and the CE marks were fantastic.
We have now integrated the new National curriculum into our curriculum and the
introduction of sets in Year 6 has had a very positive impact on the pupils.

This year again, we have emphasised on the Speaking and all year groups were asked to
present orally in French. Our pupils are definitely becoming more and more confident. We
also got the chance to buy “easi speakers” from the development budget and will start using
them in September. We expect these to further boost their confidence.
Next year will see lots of changes in the MFL department as we say goodbye to three
members of our department and welcome two new colleagues. We will also spend time
developing our new curriculum for Y7 and Y8.
Top trips
In March, the MFL Department took all the Y6 pupils to the French Institute in London
where they had a great day out. It was a slightly different format. The pupils were treated to
a live illustration demonstration by a French author, relating to the film, Le Tableau, ‘the
Painting’. The children were congratulated on their engagement and French accents!
After a picnic lunch, we had a private viewing of the film. It was beautifully animated, with a
terrific sound track. The children were completely gripped throughout. There were a
number of moral and social issues raised and it was satisfying that it had a happy ending.
Top activities
On the European Day of Languages, at the end of September, the MFL department ran an
international assembly.
Later in the year, Prep and Pre Prep had their annual French Day. This year again, our pupils
(and staff!) were invited to come dressed in bleu, blanc et rouge. Throughout the day, the
pupils were welcomed into lessons in French and some teachers even ran their full lessons
en français. As the Y6, 7 and 8 were watching a French animation movie during form time,
Y3, 4 and 5 attended the Chapel with Rev Diane who celebrated the mass with lots of
French words and sentences. The pupils even got the chance to listen to a French prayer
and the Lord’s Prayer in French. Some Y7 mums kindly prepared a French snack comprising
a pain au chocolat and a grenadine (French berry squash). Money raised went towards a
special treat during the Y7 Paris trip. For lunch, children were lucky enough to sample
saucisson, brie, baguette, boeuf bourguignon, haricots verts, purée de pommes de terre and
éclairs au chocolat. Some even tried Mark’s delicious escargots à l’ail and we ate over 250!
We also got the chance to admire the beautiful menus designed by Y4 all around the dining
room and on the tables. We ran a menu competition and the standards were very high.
Just after CE week, Year 7 went on their biggest trip of the year - Paris and its surroundings!
They visited Montmartre, France Miniature, Versailles (castle and garden), went up the
Eiffel Tower, took a boat trip, admired paintings at the Musée d’Orsay, spent a whole day at
Disneyland Paris and got a private guided tour of the Stade de France. On the way back
home, they did a treasure hunt at a large French supermarket, where they also had to buy
their own dinner. The pupils got numerous opportunities to use their French skills and
discover French culture.

IT and Computing: The IT & Computing Department goes from strength to strength. New
schemes of work have been devised to ensure all projects are as engaging and challenging
as possible. Students enjoyed learning lots of different skills under the three main headings;
Digital Literacy, Computing Studies and Information Technology. They found having skill
based lessons in the first half of the term extremely useful as they could then show off their
skills and understanding of the subject in the second half e.g. Year 6 using the Crumble Kits
where they programmed a few motors to move and this developed into making a car. In
addition to IT lessons, other opportunities using and enjoying ICT have been offered.
Competitions:
Students have used their skills to compete in various competitions and for the first time
have competed externally, in the Pioneers Competition. Pupils were successful in getting
through to the second stage, but didn’t make the semi-finals. Considering it was their first
attempt they did extremely well and felt they learnt a great deal from the experience.
Digital Leaders:
We currently have 32 Digital Leaders with another 12 on the waiting list. It has got to the
stage were almost every student in St Michael’s wants to become a Digital Leader. From 7
students three years ago, this scheme has rapidly expanded. This year, Digital Leaders have
started the ChildNet International Online –Safety Course. Students have their own account
and have access to a number of resources which they can use at any time. Students can
offer advice to others who are experiencing problems. This year, four DL’s from Year 6
created a video using iMovie based on the SMART rules which was shown in assembly and
in IT lessons as part of the SIDs (Safer Internet Day / Week) in Feb 2018. Digital Leaders have
also run a number of clubs for pupils in Year 3&4. They have continued with their first line
technical support training and are proving to be an asset during lessons as they can often fix
a technical problem. The DL’s continue to trial new software and resources that can be used
to help enhance pupils’ learning. They were instrumental in trialling the Minecraft in
Education.
CAS (Computing at Schools) Lead School:
With Jamie Booth accredited as a Master Teacher, we are now officially a recognised as a
CAS Lead school. This took two years to achieve through delivering Computing training and
workshops to staff and students from other schools.
Trips: Various exciting trips have taken place within the department such as:
 The National Museum of Computing on 24th Nov 2017 (Y7)
 Apple Store Bromley 22nd Feb 2018 with DL’s from Year 5 – 8
 LEGOLAND Windsor – 14th Jun 2018 (DLs)
 Bletchley Park in 22nd Jun 2018 with Year 8
The highlight was the trip to LEGOLAND in Windsor. Two of our pupils were so good that
they managed to complete all challenges in the allocated time which is very rare even for
secondary aged students and the organisers couldn’t believe they were only in Year 5.

After School Coding Club:
As ever, the After School Coding Clubs have been very well received. The point of the clubs
is to consolidate the children’s understanding of the concepts taught in lessons and extend
them laterally.
New Facilities:
The highlight of the year for everyone is perhaps the introduction of the new ICT suite. The
transformation from the old Art room to the new ICT Suite is unbelievable.
Overall this has been a wonderful year in IT. Challenging and engaging scheme of work are
forever being modified to make the next year just as good. Some projects are being taught
in younger years to make way for new projects in other year groups. New resources are
being incorporated this year to help students learn and understand more complex
computing terms and challenges.

Excellent Trips
This year there have been 42 trips, 7 of which have been for Y8. Y5 were unlucky in the
ballot for opera tickets in the first term and so only had one visit in from a travelling zoo!
Most other year groups had one trip or visit per term.
The trips and visits this year feature not only on the website but on our Twitter feed too. As
well as the days out of school we have also had some amazing visitors and workshops in
school. For a taste of the trips this year please do look at the website. The richness and
quality of the trips make the memories your children treasure. We are proud of all that
happens in a year at St Michael’s.

Excellent Sport
The 2017-18 season of sport has, once again, produced many exciting moments and great
achievements. As always the number of matches remains consistently high. There were 670
matches played throughout the year in our major games at St Michael’s – rugby, football,
cricket, hockey, netball and rounders. The boys played 399 matches, winning 175 of them
(43%), drawing 94 and losing 169. The girls played 271 matches, winning 153 (55%), drawing
only 29, with 89 losses. Overall, we won 328 matches and lost 258 overall. Congratulations
to all our pupils who played their part in these successes.
In addition to week-to-week matches, our pupils have had notable successes in
tournaments. The U13 boys won the football tournament in Jersey, the U11’s were winners
of the Sevenoaks School Indoor football tournament.
The girls had even more success in tournaments with the U11 Hockey team again having a
very good season. They were the winners of the Kent Schools Hockey Tournament and went
on to represent St Michael’s at the regionals. The girls also had many successes at netball
tournaments; the U13 team won the St Michael’s B tournament, the U11’s won the
Community tournament, and the U9 teams were winners of the Sevenoaks Prep A

tournament and the Rose Hill B Tournament. The girls also enjoyed the Hazelwood Football
tournament again and thoroughly enjoyed the matches they played against Hazelwood and
Sevenoaks Prep. We had success in the Kent Tennis Competition, with T Neville and T Smith
winning their competition and C & V Kern coming 3rd.
An exciting addition to our curriculum this year has been the introduction of girls’ cricket.
Years 3&4 have done both rounders and cricket skills in lesson time and have played
matches in both sports, which they have thoroughly enjoyed. Years 5,6,7&8 have enjoyed a
cricket activity and the U11’s had an introductory cricket match against Sevenoaks Prep
where they had success late on in the term. Cricket will become a part of the girls’ summer
curriculum for all age groups next year.
There were many individual successes too this year. K Smith continues to play tennis to a
high level and is currently 4th in the country. K Cameron, H Wilkinson, K Smith and E Hudson
have all had football success at West Kent District level. H. Martin is still fencing for the
England fencing team, J. Hudson won gold at the IAPS swimming gala in the 50m breast
stroke, as well as gold in the IAPS Triathlon. H. Medlen and B O’Keefe both had success at
the IAPS athletics at Ashford, with Harriet winning gold and bronze in the 100m and 200m
respectively and Brennan silver in the 100m. They both qualified for the IAPS Athletics
National Finals in Birmingham. I Sharma in Year 3 has been representing his country in yoga
and has been travelling all over the world for competitions, where he has won many gold
medals.
Prep School Sports Day was, once again, a lovely sunny day, at times being a little too hot!
The performances of the pupils matched the wonderful day and there were 5 new school
records set on the day –E Bingham (Y3-600m), J Sales (Y5- 60m), S Newton (Y5 – Ball Throw),
B O’Keefe – Y6 -100m) and H Medlen (Y6 60m). The House winners this year were Leeds
House.
The standard of school swimming is good with 26 swimmers selected to train with
Sevenoaks Swimming Club (including two from Y2) with many qualifying for the Kent
Championships in July. The regional IAPS allowed 3 of our swimmers to qualify for the
National Championships at the Olympic Park in June. All three swimmers did extremely well
with 2 reaching the final selection of fastest 10 overall. Congratulations must be given to
our Year 8 breaststroke swimmer Jake Hudson, who won the gold medal and is ranked in
the top three breaststroke swimmers in the UK in his age.
Our Pre-Prep swimming sessions are based on confidence building and water safety,
developing into stroke technique. Prep school lessons are mainly focused on stroke
technique and rules of the sports and how to have fun, keep fit and understanding
propulsion in the water with fun sessions of water polo. We introduce Year 8 to Survival
and Rescue swimming and how to handle an emergency, getting a casualty out of the water
and placing them in the recovery position including many aspects of the ASA Rookie
Lifeguarding qualification.
In January we were invited down to Somerhill for a gala and we took a team of 24
swimmers. The 1st and 2nd places were only separated by 2 points. On March 12th we
hosted a gala with Hazelwood which proved to be a close finish with only 5 points

separating 1st and 2nd. With about 45 from each school it was a very noisy enthusiastic
event with constant vying for those precious wins.
St Michael’s Swim School
We have 157 children and 20+ adults booked for next term and I fully expect this to increase
once the term starts. Our adult sessions are proving popular with Masters, Triathletes and
accomplished swimmers wishing to get back to fitness.
Community Links
We have managed to include an additional local school into our programme with the
following schools using our facilities from September: Otford, Shoreham, Parkwood
Academy and Seal St Lawrence.

Excellent Drama
In the Michaelmas term Year 3 performed “Christmas is Forever”
A challenging musical in which the dashing Jane Blonde was drafted in to rescue and release
Father Christmas from his evil kidnapper. Each class took turns to take the story from start
to finish and there was a great deal to be proud of: assured and lively singing, a sense of
timing for the jokes, the overcoming of nerves to stand on stage and be heard, and the
milking of certain scenes by several children who definitely feel at home on stage and may
turn out to make it their future. Again the space proved challenging with the pillars, but the
pupils showcased some great talent.
No one present could fail to be impressed and the energy of everyone was palpable. Lots of
hard work from the children was met and matched by that of their Form Teachers and TAs,
along with Mr Baird on the music front, and all the mums and dads who helped with
costumes; not forgetting the drama scholars who helped with the technical aspects. It was
a joyful affair.
Parent E-Mail:
Good morning
I just wanted to say that I thought last night was an absolute triumph! I still can’t believe
that a group of 7-8 year olds managed to carry off such a sophisticated and witty play
virtually word-perfect. The set was fantastic, they sang beautifully, and the children clearly
loved every moment.
The Drama Scholars spent an immersive day of theatre in London, which combined
experiencing the birthplace of Musical Theatre, Drury Lane on a backstage tour, with a visit
to see the musical Cabaret in Bromley.We started the day at Drury lane with a guided tour
of the theatre, visiting front of house and hearing about the theatre’s construction and
patrons, along with details of actors and performance at the time and some stories of
hauntings still going on. The day progressed with a backstage tour of the stage, wings and
the basements including a chance to discover the reasons behind where many theatrical
terms come from. Our scholars had prepared interview questions for one of the dressers
from the current show, 42nd Street, but due to an unscheduled rehearsal they were unable
to meet him.Post lunch we made our way to Bromley to see the musical Cabaret, which
gave the students the chance to experience the medium dealing with darker material.

It was a fantastic day, which gave the scholars excellent opportunities, and was both
entertaining and educational.
Jamie said: Our trip was very exciting, we were told all about the ghosts in the theatre and
the history of some theatrical phrases. Cabaret was really good, and it will help me because
it had lots of very deep and sad moments. The scene in the bed was funny and clever.
Sia added: We saw a musical called Cabaret; it was very moving because it was set in World
War 2 and about the rise of the Nazis. I thought main actor was really creepy and he played
the role well.
Year 6 set off for London to watch the show “School of Rock”. Whilst the storyline of an
imposter teacher getting away with setting up a rock band in a Prep school might have had
the safeguarding authorities on high alert, the real message of the show is that children’s
talents know no bounds and that as adults we must find them, nurture them, and give them
opportunities to be showcased. The voice of Andrew Lloyd Webber at the beginning of the
show confirmed that what we were about to see was live performance from some
exceptional children and they were exceptional. There was an added charm in the
exploration of some fractured relationships within families where their children’s talents
had not been noticed and would not have been noticed had it not been for the rogue
teacher.
Everyone at the show realised that we had seen some fantastic talents and the story itself
could not have failed to move.
Parent E-Mail:
Just a quick email to say thank you for organising that trip - Oscar absolutely LOVED it!
Lent saw the 3rd annual House Drama Competition take place in the Drama Room. Over 52
children signed up for the competition initially, with 15 pairs qualifying for the Friday Finals.
It was immediately evident from the heats round that, once again, the children had invested
a huge amount of independent time rehearsing their scenes and considering the addition of
props and costumes, as well as set for the pieces. The standard was high and the children all
performed with confidence and flair. It was lovely to see a good sense of team spirit, not
only amongst those students in the same house, but generally amongst themselves as a
whole body, taking part in the competition. Especially touching was seeing one group of
children comforting a fellow competitor who had some stage fright.
We saw a real variety of pieces from serious pieces to sketches from The Two Ronnies, and
the job of judging was not easy. Luckily, we were honoured to have Mr. James Blackwell on
hand as our special guest judge. James works extensively in the TV and Film world, and is a
very respected Assistant Director in the field, having worked on productions from Doc
Martin, EastEnders and Silent Witness to Dr. Who and Game of Thrones. He found it
difficult, but above all was quite astounded by the high levels of performance from all the
children, mentioning that he was not expecting to see such ability and talent.

The Results:
Juniors (Year 3+4)
Bronze- Leeds: Sophie A and Mia C
Silver- Dover: Emily N and Natasha S
Gold- Leeds: Violet M and Lucy B
Seniors (Year 5-8)
Bronze-Leeds: Sam PS and Phoebe PS
Silver- Windsor: Aidan M and G Williams
Gold- Dover: Nick S and C Brindley
Parent E-Mail:
What an unexpectedly wonderful evening! I was so impressed with the incredible
standard of the performances - I’m glad I wasn’t judging. They were all brilliant and I
thoroughly enjoyed it. I also really wanted to let you know that N described it this morning
as the best day of her life!

Lord of the Flies-School Production
Parent E-Mails:
Such a powerful performance by all of the children! It has stayed with me and I find myself
still thinking about it this morning. Well done to you for preparing them so beautifully. Such
a special experience for them all.
Morning
I just wanted to congratulate you and your team on an amazing production last night we
thoroughly enjoyed it. It was so, intense we were completely immersed.
Many congratulations to all involved
Every time I see something at school, it blows my mind the way the kids step up, but I
honestly think that last night was one of the most powerful things I have seen since I have
been at St M’s.
I am not sure who is in charge of tonight’s performance but thought this was a great review
from E: “Ok, so in order of best shows I’ve seen, it goes - Matilda, then Lord of the Flies, then
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, and then all the other shows I’ve seen...”
So to summarise it seems St Michael’s Lord of the Flies is up there with the best of the big
west end theatre productions!!!
She loved it!
Quite simply, amazing! All those hours of dedication have paid off. I brought my daughter to
watch and she was totally absorbed by the acting of children her own age. She's not read the
book, but her comment that she understood why it's often an examined text, shows how
well your talented group of actors conveyed the story's meaning.

Macbeth Workshop-Yr 5
Students, including St Michael’s alumni, Max Sabin and Johnny Brindley, from Sevenoaks
visited to give an 80 min presentation and workshop of Macbeth. Some students from St
Michael’s were called up on stage and incorporated into the scenes, which blended the
Shakespearian text with created scenes, as Will himself (Max Sabin) guided us through the
story. This workshop consolidated the Lent term’s work on the text, and gave the students a
wonderful opportunity to see the story brought to life and older students performing.

Excellent Music
It has been another year of outstanding musical endeavour at St Michael’s and has seen an
increase in the number and quality of performance opportunities for pupils across the
school.
Our chamber choir ‘The Ten’ spent the first few weeks of September in preparation for a
day of choral singing at Canterbury Cathedral, together with selected Prep Schools and the
choirs of King’s Canterbury. The choral selections were challenging and inspiring in equal
measure, including works by Elgar, Howells, Bruckner and Chilcott and the concert, set in
the magnificent Quire of the cathedral, proved a poignant and spiritual experience for all.
Throughout the Michaelmas term the choirs of St Michael’s continued to pursue musical
and linguistic excellence in preparation for the annual carol service in Shoreham, performing
pieces in French, German, Gaelic, Latin and English, plus a comic rendition of the shepherd’s
story and their sheep. The service vividly captured the spirit and meaning of the season
through a varied selection of choral and instrumental works, traditional carols and the everpopular appearance of the staff choir with a rousing gospel performance.
The Performer’s Breakfast in October saw 22 pupils performing an impressive selection of
solo pieces, representing all of the peripatetic teachers across a wide range of instrumental
disciplines. This was quickly followed in November with the St Cecilia’s Day Concert which
again provided a platform for a further 20 soloists, many of whom were gearing up for
examinations. The lively Christmas Breakfast Concert in early December offered a showcase
of instrumental and choral ensembles, groups and bands. One of the joys of this annual
event is the relaxed and jovial atmosphere, made all the more visible in the array of festive
adornments sported by each performer.
By January a new and stimulating challenge lay before the senior choirs to begin the study
of a choral masterpiece from the Baroque era, in particular a piece written by Vivaldi in his
native city of Venice; Gloria (RV589). Initial groundwork and research was carried out by our
music scholars and ‘The Ten’ during their visit to hear a performance of the Gloria by The
Sixteen at the Wigmore Hall, London and we were thrilled to meet their director Harry
Christopher at the end of the performance.
Vivaldi and the Baroque Period became the central focus for the combined music and art
tour to Venice in April. With sixty pupils from the choirs aboard our British Airways flight to
Marco Polo airport we set off to explore the magical floating city, Queen of the Adriatic. Day
one allowed us to settle in to our new surroundings and enjoy the culinary delights of the
region in a typical Osteria nearby to the hotel.

On day two we set off from the train station in Mestre to arrive just ten minutes later in the
modernist Santa Lucia terminal in what must surely be one of the world’s most stunning
locations, the Grand Canal. As the pupils tumbled out onto the piazza their collective gasps
of amazement and awe blended into a unique soundscape in a city with no traffic and the
gentle lapping of the water all around. Dividing into small family-sized groups we set off to
discover the splendour of the architecture and soak up the sights and sounds en route to
Vivaldi’s church La Pieta. Upon entering we marvelled at the frescoes, the hidden
performers’ balconies, the rich acoustic and we couldn’t quite resist the opportunity for a
short performance. Our walking tour continued via St Mark’s Square and the endless maze
of narrow streets until we paused for a well-earned gelato. An enlightening and artistic
afternoon of mask-making gave us all the opportunity to create a very unique and special
souvenir before heading for our first pizza!
Our third day offered an opportunity to explore the expressive arts in Venice with visits to
the Guggenheim collection and the Academy of fine arts. The day passed quickly as we
busied ourselves sketching in piazzas, eating more ice-creams, singing together, sunbathing
and before long we were polishing off our pasta pomodoro and speedily getting kitted out
in full uniform for a night at the opera. A visit to Teatro La Fenice is always special, but we
thoroughly enjoyed watching a spirited performance of Donizetti’s L’elisir d’amore, making
new friends and inviting lots of people to come and listen to our upcoming concert.
Escaping the heat and crowds of the city for the shores of Lake Garda next day brought a
welcome occasion for sheer unadulterated fun at the aquarium and Gardaland theme park.
From the thrills of exhilarating white-knuckle rides to the spills of jungle rapids and carnival
stalls, everyone succeeded in spending lots of energy and a few euros along the way. Some
extra guests joined us on the coach journey home, in the form of a six-foot banana and a
giant cuddly doughnut! Returning to the city by night for a performance of Vivaldi’s Four
Seasons on period instruments, set in the Ateneo San Basso, proved the perfect end to a
splendid day and guaranteed slumber.
The final full day comprised a morning of intense rehearsal sessions in preparation for our
concert performance in the church of San Cassiano. This stunning venue, not far from the
Rialto Bridge, is adorned with paintings and precious works of art by Tintoretto, amongst
others, and boasts an impressive organ from the late Baroque, set above the west entrance.
Together with members of the Laboratorio Orchestra di Venezia and a local adult choir we
rehearsed and performed a programme featuring mostly sacred pieces by Italian, German
and English composers, including a stunning performance by Lucy and Eve of the Bach
concerto for two violins. From deeply moving solos to uplifting choral selections from the
Gloria, this was certainly one of the finest and best received concerts we have ever
produced, and all of the pupils were truly deserving of the many compliments received.
Sharing our last Venetian supper in the company of newly formed friends at a nearby
pizzeria gave us time to exchange stories and reflect on the many joyous memories forged
over just a few days together. Exhausted, exhilarated, and enriched we returned home to
share our experiences with friends and family.
Trinity term continued relentlessly with at least 9 breakfast concerts or evening soirees, as
well as a Little Big Band performance on the youth music stage in the Sevenoaks summer
festival. The band gave a commendable performance and kept the crowd applauding for
more, in spite of the soaring temperatures. All the while weekly rehearsals continued apace
for the end of year summer concert and art exhibition. The formation of the St Michael’s

Community Choir after Easter proved a great success, with its weekly focus on sharing a love
of singing, developing social bonds and learning the Gloria to join forces with the pupils in
the end of year concert. The culmination of our musical endeavours saw a concert in the
marquee involving some 130 pupils, 50 parents, teachers and friends, 30 pupils from Judd, a
professional orchestra and 3 exceptional soloists. The entire evening was a manifestation of
the tremendous teamwork and dedication of a remarkable group of peripatetic teachers, of
which the music department can be proud.
As ever, throughout the year there have been the steady weekly lessons taking place with
over 260 pupils receiving instrumental & vocal tuition. We put on or attended over 20
concerts to allow every single child the opportunity to perform at least once during the
year. We enjoyed 2 visits to senior schools for Music Workshops & Concerts at King’s
Canterbury and King’s Rochester.
As an exam centre for ABRSM we hosted 2 examination visits this year in January and June.
As part of our community outreach and partnership work we hosted another successful
Orchestra Day music workshop and concert for several local primary schools, which was
attended by over 70 pupils. The Pre-Prep Hall was crammed with musicians, most of the
workshop leaders were St Michael’s staff taking sectionals for strings, brass, woodwind, and
percussion. The animal theme for the day was enhanced by a veritable procession of cuddly
toys and accessories and it was wonderful to hear the quality of performance achieved by
so many talented young people working together. We are delighted to have hosted such a
successful day and to have welcomed neighbouring primaries to be a part of it.
ABRSM Exams hosted in school for all instruments & music theory
Spring 2018 – 46 candidates ranging from PT to Grade 6:
Results 7 Distinction; 11 Merit; 28 Pass
1 pupil achieved grade 3 theory with merit
1 pupil achieved grade 4 theory with merit
3 pupils achieved grade 5 theory (2 with distinction, 1 with merit)
Summer 2018 – 58 candidates ranging from PT to Grade 8
9 Distinctions, 21 Merits, 28 passes.
Trinity Guildhall Exams candidates (Grade range Initial – G2)
Guitar 9 candidates achieving grades 1 and 2
Drums 6 candidates achieving from Initial to Grade 2
LCM Exams – 4 candidates Musical Theatre (grades 4 – 6)
1 Merit
3 Distinctions
In September, we welcome a new cello teacher, Jacob Garside; percussion teacher, Emily
Eno; harp teacher, Gwenllian Llyr to commence in September 2018.

Excellent Extra-Curricular
Our extra-curricular provision is a strength of the school. With some 43 activities to choose
from over the year with about 1/3 being provided by specialists from outside, children look
forward to the end of the day as much as the beginning and it’s amazing to see all that can
be enjoyed, from den building, to Lego, from ballet to kitchen science and so much more
besides. 181 children in Prep took part in clubs and 134 in Pre-Prep. It’s about two thirds of
the school. Alongside this the swim school and the Hive provide a daily alternative to clubs.

Beyond St Michael’s
Y6 pupils have as usual done us proud this year. 16 pupils are staying at St Michael’s in Y7
and will be joined by others from the state and independent sectors and from abroad. 9
children are taking up grammar school places, 8 children will transfer to Sevenoaks School
one with a scholarship, as last year, 1 pupil will go on to a non-selective state school with a
fine reputation. A further 15 children transfer into various prestigious independent schools,
6 with scholarships as last year. I congratulate each and every member of Y6 who should
feel proud of the marks they have gained and the schools they will join.
Our Y8 pupils have been awarded places at a fine array of schools with almost one third
gaining scholarships to their school of choice. 6 off to Tonbridge, 2 with scholarships, 4
Sevenoaks places, 2 off to Caterham, 2 to Walthamstow Hall with 1 Scholarship, 2 to Truro,
one with a scholarship. 1 to Radnor House with an Exhibition, 1 to Benenden with two
scholarships, 1 to King’s Rochester and 1 to Skinners’. We will miss all our leaving pupils and
we hope they come back to visit and keep in touch.
For all that has been achieved within this academic year, I congratulate everyone: staff for
working extremely hard to provide the best and happiest education possible, children for
loving every moment and working so hard, and parents for supporting us and the children in
all aspects of their life.

Excellent P&F
The parents at the school have excelled themselves in providing so much for the school to
enhance what we do. Volunteering to help/ teach/ run clubs/ hear children read/ make
artwork/ teach staff / do assemblies/ go on trips/ be in working parties.
Throughout the year the international club has organized a whole range of events and
supported school ones with refreshments and fundraising.
The P&F have organised a range of events throughout the year. In December, the St.
Michael’s community enjoyed an exclusive viewing of the Stag Pantomime, followed by a
magical Christmas Fayre. With Comedy Night in March came an enjoyable evening of fun
and humour with a great turnout. The year culminated in the amazing spring ball, which was
organised by a handful of wonderful parents. This event raised over £20,000 for the parents
and friends committee and the local charity West Kent Mind. Hopefully, you will have read
the leaflet from the P&F committee, looking for new parents to join the committee next
year. I would urge you to get involved. Their next meeting is on Tuesday 18 th September and
is open to all parents.

Excellent Community
We continue to work with commitment to our partner schools locally and abroad and are
excited about the developments that will come from our work in Tanzania.
We record our partnership work on the Schools Together website and are happy and proud
of what has been achieved.

Excellent Charitable giving
There have been spontaneous charitable acts borne of a greater understanding of social
issues such as the charity head shave undertaken by R. Gallagher in Y6 for Empathy Action.
As part of our input into Safeguarding training for children, we raised a great deal of money
for the NSPCC who provided the training. We are the single biggest donor to the Foodbank
that we support quietly each week with regular thoughtful giving by the whole of Prep
School in turn and raised. I’m very proud of the giving by the school.

Excellent Developments
We plan from September to take in 14 new children at reception for our third class and
from 2021 expect not to have many places to offer in Y3 as this cohort comes through. We
have got permission to build our astroturf which is fantastic news and will refurbish Stable
Court to house our Year 2s in a year’s time.
Parents have contributed funds for outdoor play items, IT equipment, and supporting
materials for sensory circuits provision and other additional needs.
The Hive, under Nicola Smith’s capable leadership, goes from strength to strength and this
year have produced a wonderful photo book to chart their creative year. Children are
welcomed as part of one family for play, time together, challenges, creative craft and
cookery as well as lots of good old fashioned games. Many children who go once for need,
continue to go back again many times for pleasure.

Excellent People
We are blessed with a happy and committed team. It is always difficult to say goodbye to
those who are strong and excellent members of this team and our e-news features all the
tributes we made last year. In their places we welcome exciting new people who will take us
even further towards our goal of being known for our excellence in all aspects of school life,
not just throughout Kent, but nationally and we hope internationally as well.
The parents at the school have excelled themselves in providing so much for the school to
enhance what we do. Volunteering to help/ teach/ run clubs/ hear children read/ make
artwork/ teach staff / do assemblies/ go on trips/ be in working parties.

The catering team continue to meet the ever complex array of dietary needs to support all
children to enjoy their food at school and they’re quite fun when they dress up and support
one of our themed days
Ian and the Estates team have worked tirelessly, for much of the time and are keep us all
safe, tidy, mown, and sorted! I am grateful to Ian and Andrew, Simon, Barry, Peter and
David for all they do and to Di, who amongst her many key roles, oversees their work. It is
particularly rewarding that after much extra work, we have permission to build our astroturf
and refurbish Stable Court. The drive entrance has had new tarmac. We have also
refurbished the pupil toilets in Prep, retiled the pool and its surrounds and refurbished the
changing rooms which are quite transformed. The old Art room is now a beautiful new ICT
suite and the stair case upgraded. We installed a ramp to provide wheelchair access on the
first floor the next phase of the rewire has left the ground floor corridor looking immaculate
and the nurse can now at last have a dedicated medical room. Hurray!
My senior team make a huge contribution to the school. They take on a wide range of
leadership roles to ensure the smooth running of all aspects of our provision, delivery on
our development objectives and the running of school alongside me. This year Fraser
Wiseman has focused on developing our mental health understanding and provision and his
working party have made huge progress in this work. Mary Bridges’ positive and
inspirational development of our curriculum, and homework has led to the fantastic CE
results and our wonderful new homework policy. Zerrin Leech has led on the plans to
expand provision, through offering more sessions in Nursery and Kindy and adding an extra
class in Pre-Prep. Laura Shield has this year taken the lead in developing a new Y7&8
curriculum which begins this September. All of these developments mean a fantastic future
for the school and a chance for me to meet my target of greater delegation to my team!
Their leadership here enables us to get better and better as a school. I thank each one and
wish Rachel Martin as she leaves the senior team here all the very best in her move to
Holmewood House. I must thank Claire Soper and Sadie West who have tirelessly worked
for the P&F ably assisted by Tracey Ashton as Treasurer and Charlie Parkinson as secretary.
Thanks too to Patricia McCall who having offered to co-chair found herself sole chair of the
International club for part of the year.
I would also like to thank the Board of Governors. The impending departure of the chair
means extra work for others, especially Rashid Chinchanwala as Vice Chair. I would like to
thank Paula Carter for all her help, challenge and support. Alongside her, the chairs of the
other committees play their roles in sharing responsibility; Julia Tyson, chairing the Staffing
and Remuneration Committee and David Evans, chairing the Finance and General Purposes
Committee. Together we shape the vision that we all look forward to making real so that all
children can excel and enjoy life at school.

SDP 2017 - 2018
Summary of progress made and further actions
1. Ensure every lesson meets the needs of every pupil
Achieved
All staff have engaged in peer observations
 School visits in February focussed on how pupil needs are
met in other settings
 Increased number of observations by SENDCO focussing

specifically on how the needs of specific children are met

Not achieved / Further action
 We still require more
training on meeting the needs
of specific types of learners and
better focussed interventions
for a few pupils.

Consistent data meetings have given teachers time and space
to discuss the progress of specific children. Governor scrutiny of
this process showed it was embedded and effective.
Some new, effective intervention groups have been
introduced
We have appointed a G&T leader
The maths department received diagnostic training for
teachers which was well received
The maths abacus scheme has been very successful in Years 3
& 4 with an increase seen in PTE and PTM results for both year
groups.
The new homework policy makes a hugely positive
experience outside and beyond lessons
2. Review the curriculum for Y7&8
Achieved
 Staff working party met in the Lent Term
 LSh ran a Tuesday INSET on pros and cons of our current
curriculum and staff contributed thoughts and ideas
 A number of staff visited other prep schools to find out how
their Y7&8 curriculum has developed (Holmwood House,
Dulwich Prep, King’s Rochester)
Senior schools were consulted to gauge their thoughts and
feelings on reducing a full CE programme
 Parental input was sought and two information evenings
were held
 We have finalised some timetable changes (combination of
creative arts on a carousel and combining DT and IT into
technology allowing ICT to be taught to all)

Not achieved / Further action
 HoDs need to formalise their
subject curriculum and
assessment structure going
forward

3. Develop well-being and mental health provision and understanding throughout the school
Achieved
 A working party was created involving staff, parents and a
governor
 All staff and children took part in an online survey
 Survey results were discussed as a whole staff body within
training and also further at SLT
 An action plan was created as a response to the survey
results
 We have found a new product which allows us to
understand the thoughts and feeling of children through an
online survey. We will introduce this in the next academic
year
 We discuss wellbeing at every staff briefing and have a
suggestion for the week for staff
We are investing in some staff team building / bonding
activities in the new academic year
Staff have had mental health first aid training and this will
continue next year
Parent training has taken place and more will take place
next year.
Assemblies on aspects of well-being have been delivered
and more are planned for next year including presentations
from West Kent Mind
We have become a partner flagship school for West Kent
Mind and this is a mutually beneficial partnership.
We have raised funds for them and they are offering
training and workshops to us.

Not achieved / Further action
 Further actions to be
implemented including delivering
curriculum content beyond
safeguarding awareness to all
children and implementing the
wellbeing indicator tool for pupils.

4. Consider ways to expand provision at the school
Achieved
We are able to offer more sessions to more parents in
Nursery and Kindy
We are opening a new Reception class going forward.
We have permission to build an astroturf
We have permission to refurbish and reuse Stable Court.

Not achieved / Further action

SDP strands proposed for 2018 – 2019
1.
2.
3.
4.

Ensure every lesson meets the needs of every pupil (continued focus)
Embed work on well-being into the curriculum
Review and refine the assessment and marking policy
Explore ways to increase diversity and the understanding of diversity at St Michael’s

St Michael’s continues to lead the field in excellent provision and we continue to embrace
development and seek the highest standards for everyone as we go with confidence into
2018-19. I found my fifth year here to be immensely rewarding and am very proud of what
this fine school achieves and of its growth and development.
We look forward to working together as a community to make the future here an exciting
and successful one for everyone.
Jill Aisher

August 2018

