
Old Michaelians’ Day 
 on Friday 8th September 

Junior Journal met some of the Old Michaelians and we interviewed 
them.  Many of them were remembering events from over 60 years ago! 
School was very different back then, it was a boarding school and just for 
boys.  Here are some of the highlights:  
 
What was your clearest memory? 
… My clearest memory was my first day.  I was only 7!  I arrived and they 
served me tea, which I didn’t drink.  
 
… My funniest memory was when a boy in my class went out onto the 
fire escape, which was out of bounds. Just after he went out the teacher 
came in and he had to stay where he was. Then it started raining really 
heavily and he was stuck outside!! So once the lesson ended and the 
teacher left we got him back in.   He was soaking wet! 
 
… My funniest memory was in 1960 when I was twelve years old. We 
were all taking part in a play.  It was about the B cavaliers and I was 
playing a lady called Françoise. I was all dressed up in curls and a bonnet 
and I had one line when I threw vegetable peel over another actor! 
 
…. We used to play football every Sunday from 10.00 – 6.00 p.m.!  
 
… I remember a boy escaped and got caught swimming in Otford pond!  
 
What was your favourite subject?  
 
… My favourite subject was Divinity. (R.S.) I loved bible stories. I was 
always bottom of everything else. 
 
… My favourite subject was history because the master was inspiring. 
 
….. I liked history because we learned all about the explorers e.g. Vasco 
da Gama.   
 
What was the food like?  
… My favourite school lunch was beef mixed up in pastry. We only got 
roast potatoes on Saturday so we made the most of it.  



 
There was a potato famine so we had potato rations.  And we never had 
chips! 
 
…. I enjoyed the apple crumble 
 
My best day was Sports Day.  There were three Houses called Greeks, 
Trojans and Barbarians. I was in Barbarians.  We had a chariot race, 
there were three children on the bottom, two people in the middle and 
one person on the top! 
 
If you had to describe St. Michael’s in three words what would they 
be? 
 
… Hard, difficult and illuminating. 
 
… Caring, memorable and character-forming. 
 
 Interview with a former Head of Pre-Prep, Mrs Cox 

1. Q. What was your best memory? 
A. Definitely the happy atmosphere. 

 
2. Q. Describe your best day at St. Michael’s?  

A. Oh, they were all good days. 
 

3. Q. What was your favourite subject to teach?  

A. I enjoyed teaching the children music and singing. 
 

4. Q. What house were you in?     

A. I wasn’t in a house but I secretly supported Barbarians 
(red). 

 
5. Q. What was your favourite school lunch? 

A.  My favourite food was fish and chips by far. 
 

6. Q. if you had to sum up St. Michael’s in three words what 
would they be? 

A.  Staff and their friendship, rewarding work, a family feeling                                                                                                                                           
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